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ation, perhaps a few words descriptive of the dirigible itself may be helpful.
"The huge cigar-shaped envelope is 230 feet long. It has been. constructed from a specially woven fabric of rubber and silk, well adapted for containing the hydrogen gas without leakage. Suspended from the gas bag by means of rope slings and steel guy wires is the car. This car is constructed entirely of steel tubing, braced with steel guy wires, and upon it and the platform which it supports are mounted the main and auxiliary gasoline engines, the former consisting of two 80 horse power units and the latter developing 20 horse power. These engines drive the four propellers that furnish the motive power. A huge gasoline tank, 150 feet long and 2 feet in diameter, is also supported by the main car body. Suspended directly underneath the steel car is an indestructible and unsinkable lifeboat. In a locker in the forward end of this little craft is located the wireless equipment.
"Attached to the underneath side of the steel car, but insulated from it by special rope insulators, is the steel drag rope. The device, while common to the ordinary balloon, has a unique feature worth mentioning. It will, of course, be understood that the function of this drag rope is to equalize the variation in lifting power of the hydrogen gas, owing to the expan-